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DST – CII India-Italy Technology Summit 

The 24th edition of CII’s annual flagship event with the Department of Science & Technology, Government of India, 

Technology Summit ended with a bang in New Delhi when prime ministers of two countries spoke at the valedictory 

session and vowed to further collaboration in science and technology. With Italy as the partner country, the representation 

from the European nation was at the highest level when Prime Minister Mr Narendra Modi was joined by the Italian Prime 

Minister Mr Giuseppe Conte at the end of the two-day summit. Among the potential areas for collaboration which the two 

leaders identified were using technology for preservation of heritage and historical monuments, renewable energy, 

neurosciences, environmental protection and information technology. 

Among the other major decisions of the India-Italy Tech Summit were the launch of the next phase of India-Italy Industrial 

Research and Development Cooperation program; initiation of a process to set up a bilateral CEOs’ forum, a fast-track 

mechanism to promote two-way trade and setting up of centres of excellence in select areas such as preservation of 

cultural heritage, life sciences and geohazards. Prime Minister Mr Modi also stated that the two countries were exploring 

the feasibility of collaborating in the fields of Life Style Accessories Design (LAD) with special focus on the leather sector, 

and Transportation & Automobile Design (TAD). 

The summit was jointly inaugurated by Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, Dr Harsh Vardhan 

and Italian Vice Minister in the Ministry of Economic Development, Dr Michele Geraci. The iconic annual conference-

cum-exposition of the world’s best in technology had five Italian partners this year, under the overall umbrella of partner 

country. These included Farnesina - the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation; the Ministry of 

Economic Development; the Ministry of Education, Universities and Research (MIUR); the Italian Trade Agency (ITA) 

and Confindustria. 

Speaking at the summit, Dr Harsh Vardhan said, “The Technology Summit offers invaluable platform to forge knowledge 

partnerships between the two countries.” Among the deliverables of the summit, he mentioned “follow-up action between 

Indian and Italian organizations; timely convergence of dialogues in focus sectors; identifying potential projects for India 

- Italy bilateral R&D collaboration and identifying bilateral technology development initiatives to establish demonstration 

projects in a time-bound manner.” 

Dr Geraci pointed out in his address that more than 150 people from Italy had come to India for the summit, comprising 

more than 50 companies, as both the countries were going through big challenges which were crucial for them to solve. 

While Italy was looking at ways to ensure long-term growth, India was already on a high growth curve. This offered great 

opportunity for the two countries to increase their bilateral trade.  

Prof Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary, Department of Science & Technology said that many collaborative projects were 

already going on between India and Italy and more than 100 scientists were working together. The synchroton project 

and the Trent project were two examples. Summing up the partnership between the two countries in a catch-phrase 

“From Hampi to Pompeii”, Prof Sharma said that cultural heritage was an area where Italy and India could do a lot of 

useful work together.  

The seven focus sectors of this year’s summit were Cultural Heritage, Cleantech, Renewable, Aerospace, Healthcare, 

Education, and ICT. There were sessions devoted to each focus sector and two-three key recommendations from the 

seven sectors were presented before the two Prime Ministers in the valedictory session.  
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Business leaders from both countries participated in a Tech Leadership Roundtable which was followed by a photo-

opportunity with the two premiers. Business presentations and more than 500 B2B connectivity sessions were held 

during the summit. 

Trade between India and Italy stood at $10.4 billion in 2017-18 and Italy is the 5th largest trading partner for India in the 

European Union. India imported $4.7 billion of goods from Italy, including precision machinery for textile, leather and 

special sectors, machinery parts and so on. Indian exports to Italy stood at $5.7 billion, comprising of iron and steel, 

automotive products, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, etc.  

S&T collaboration between the two countries has been robust. Indian researchers have worked at the Italian Synchotron 

radiation source Elettra for two decades with India as the third largest source country for research experiments at Elettra. 

The India-Trento Programme for Advance Research commenced in 2003 for scientific and technological research with 

23 research projects completed and five under way. 
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Key sectoral recommendations 
In each of the seven focus sectors, the two chairs from both sides gave key recommendations from two perspectives – 

business and research. The aim was to create a mechanism to increase the two-way trade. Sector-wise key business 

recommendations, which were presented before the two prime ministers in the valedictory by Mr Rakesh Bharti Mittal, 

President CII and Mr Giulio Pedrollo, Vice-President, Confindustria, were:- 

Aerospace  

Indian and Italian companies can cooperate to 

• Explore opportunities for commercial satellite business for earth observation and communication 

• Design and build ground infrastructure for mission control and data exploitation including application of machine 
learning technologies 

Civil Aviation 

Indian and Italian companies can  

• Design and supply air traffic control systems for large number of airports being developed in India 

• Optimize air space usage 

• Design and build airport infrastructure  

• Explore opportunities in supplying aircraft components and systems  

FDI in ‘Make in India’ and ‘Skill India’ initiatives to bring Italian aerospace technologies into India. 

Cleantech 

Indian and Italian companies to collaborate for technology exchange and transfer in  

• Water treatment 

• Water and energy reduction technologies 

• Solar heating 

• Fuel / hydrogen cells 

• Energy storage 

• Green technology for buildings 

• Smart grids and grid integration 

• Technologies to reduce air pollution 

Share experience on successful adoption of incentivation model already in use in Italy to cut prices of green technologies 
in order to sustain their adoption at all levels:- industry, city and people. 

Education 

• Italian academicians and entrepreneurs to be invited to deliver short duration courses under the Global Initiative of 
Academic Networks (GIAN) programme of Government of India. 

• Bilateral collaboration for higher degree research programs, in select disciplines.  

• Involvement of the ‘university twinning’ programme by University Grants Commission (UGC) in Bologña Process (BP), 
a voluntary process & vice versa.  
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• Facilitating research organizations and academics to collaborate for Industry 4.0 projects with large corporations in 
both countries. 

• Explore opportunities in developing the skill infrastructure of India and initiate collaboration on vocational education. 

• Facilitation of bilateral exchange and attraction of best and brightest students and young researchers. 

ICT – Artificial Intelligence, Cyber Security, Data Science 

• Development of cyber physical systems to leverage on the manufacturing strength of Italy. 

• Sectoral application of AI in agriculture, health, education as focus sectors.  

• Opportunities for e-mobility and intelligent transport systems in smart cities initiatives. 

• Promotion and collaboration, also in fintech, of startups in emerging technologies, including cyber security. 

 

ICT – Telecom & Broadband, E-Commerce, VLSI 

• Cooperation in the 5G pilot cases, taking advantage of Italian experience in user application cases and their 
transformative impact, and of the software development competences of Indian companies. 

• New opportunities in digital space in view of Indian initiatives namely, ‘National Digital Communications Policy’ and 
‘Broadband for All’, to further cooperation of Indian companies with the Italian ones. 

• Collaboration between the two countries in start-up space, keeping in view emerging technologies, such as 5G, IoT, 
M2M etc. for new applications and services in e-health, manufacturing, transportation & mobility, agriculture, retail 
and e-commerce. 

• For cross-border data flows, international protocol and practices to be followed in order to cater to the needs for 
protection of privacy.  

 

• Renewable  

• India and Italy with similar levels in PV installation can collaborate in the following areas: 

• Development of concentrated solar power (CSP) technology 

• Integrating CSP with energy storage with phase-wise change in storage 

• Learning from Italian experience in design and operation of power grids with high levels of renewable energy 
transmission 
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Glimpses of the two-day summit 
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Valedictory Session  

The Valedictory session of the summit was graced by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Italian Prime Minister Mr 

Giuseppe Conte who spoke about the collaborations in the areas of ICT, Aerospace, Healthcare, Energy, Cultural 

Heritage and Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

H E Giuseppe Conte 

Prime Minister of Italy 
Shri Narendra Modi 

Hon’ble Prime Minister of India 
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India-Italy Tech Leadership Roundtable 

A tech leadership roundtable was held involving 20 captains of industry and academia each from both sides. This 

group discussed the key recommendations of the seven sessions of the summit and finalized the action points which 

were presented before the two prime ministers.   

Members of the India-Italy Tech Leadership Roundtable with the Prime Ministers of both the countries 
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Inaugural Session 

24th DST-CII India- Italy Technology summit was jointly inaugurated by Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, 

Dr Harsh Vardhan and Italian Vice Minister in the Ministry of Economic Development, Dr Michele Geraci.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Hampi to Pompeii”, cultural 

heritage is an important area where 

Italy and India can do a lot of useful 

work together. 

Prof Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary, 

Department of Science & Technology, 

Government of India 

While Italy is looking at ways to ensure long-

term growth, India was already on a high 

growth curve. This offers great opportunity for 

the two countries to increase their bilateral 

trade. 

Dr Michele Geraci, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Economic 

Development 

 The Technology Summit offers invaluable 

platform to forge knowledge partnerships 

between the two countries. 

Dr Harsh Vardhan, Minister for Science & Technology and 

Earth Sciences, Government of India 
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Both countries take pride in their 

works of cultural heritage. If Italy had 

Leonardo da Vinci, India had 

Aryabhatta coding the sign table 

into words. Both countries have a lot 

to offer to each other. 

Dr Gopichand Katragadda, Chairman, CII 

National Committee on Technology & Group 

Chief Technology Officer, Tata Sons Limited 

Italy’s share in key industry sectors in India- 

Cleantech, Healthcare, Cultural Heritage, ICT, 

and Renewable is creating lots of 

opportunities for Italian companies to provide 

technologies and help in development. 

Mr Piergiorgio Borgogelli, CEO and Director General, 

Italian Trade Agency 

Inaugural Session 

Today India Italy economic initiatives have 

reached a high degree of collaboration - 

business community has been the driving force 

pushing for strengthening of India Italy 

cooperation 

Mr Giulio Pedrollo, Vice President, Confindustria 
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Signing of MoUs 

DST-CII India-Italy Technology Summit saw the MoU signing between Confederation of Indian Industry and Ferrara Fiere 

Congressi, Italy, to work in the area of water in both the countries. 

 

Mr Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General, Confederation of Indian Industry and Mr Davide Benedetti from RemTech 

Expo exchanging the MoU during Tech Summit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12 

 

B2B Meetings & Business Presentations 

Business to business meetings are a regular feature of DST-CII Technology Summits. More than 600 B2B meetings in 

different area like ICT, Cleantech, Healthcare, Education, Lifescience, Defence & Aerospace were held between India 

and Italy during 29-30 October 2018.  

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

More than 40 companies from Italy had business meetings 
with Indian organisations. Some of them were B5 SRL, 
Bizdev, Ca Foscari University of Venice, CF3000 
Automotive Electronics, CF3000 S.r.l., Cineca 
Consulting, eduna, Elettronica SpA, Eurotech S.p.A, 

Fonfazione Bruno Kessler, Iccrea Banca SpA, iGuzzini 

illuminazione S.p.A, INAF and many more… 

Some of the 250+ Indian organisations which participated 
in B2B meetings included Tata Sons, Secure Meters, Dr. 
Reddy Laboratories, Max Healthcare Institute., Tata 
Services, Ion Exchange India, Dalmia Cement, Triveni 
Turbine, Tejas Translational Technologies, A+ Sun 
Systems, Kaleyra, Think Future Technologies, University 
of Delhi, Amity University, YES Bank, Cyient, SAP India 
and many more… 
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India – Italy Joint S&T Meeting 

Members of India- Italy Joint S&T Committee met on 29 October coinciding with the visit of Italian Prime Minister  
Mr Giuseppe Conte. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key decisions taken during India- Italy Joint S&T Committee meeting  
 

• Exchange of Researchers in 
- Information and Communication Technologies, including technologies applied to Cultural and 

Natural Heritage 
- Astrophysics, Aerospace satellites system for earth observation and data exchange 
- Ecological and environmental modelling 
- Water management 
- Disaster risk management (seismic and flooding) 

 
• Bilateral Projects 

- Green buildings  
- Sustainable agriculture and food production with particular emphasis on food safety  
- Health, including aging and ICT to support active, healthy and independent living of senior 

citizens, multi drug resistance, personalized medicine, regenerative therapies, telemedicine 
- Biotechnology applied to communicable diseases 

 
• Establish Indo-Italian Centres of Excellence (or Joint Network Centres) in select areas of mutual strength such 

as cultural heritage preservation, renewable energy, life Sciences and geohazards. 
 

• Set-up an India – Italy Platform for Science and Innovation as a coordinating structure and distinctive brand 
of bilateral initiatives. 
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Tech Talks 

• 9+ Tech Talks by Indian and Italian Technology Leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Balram Bhargava, Secretary, Department of Health 
Research & Director General, Indian Council of Medical 
Research delivering a talk on Value-Conscious Innovations 
 

Dr Gopichand Katragadda, Chairman, CII National 
Committee on Technology & Group Chief Technology 
Officer, Tata Sons Limited delivering tech talk 

Dr Yaduvendra Mathur, Additional Secretary, NITI Aayog 
delivering a tech talk  

Prof Vijay Chandru, CEO & Managing Director, Strand Life 
Sciences delivering a talk on Digital Hampi: Preserving Indian 
Cultural Heritage 
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Prof. Marica Branchesi, Astrophysicist, Gran Sasso Science 
Institute, National Institute of Nuclear Physics delivering a talk 
on A New Exploration of the Universe 

Tech Talks 

Dr Calogero M Oddo, Head, Neuro-Robotic Touch Laboratory, Scuola 
Superiore Sant’Anna delivering a talk on Artificial touch: From bionic hand 
prostheses totelepresence in healthcare 4.0 

Dr Giulio Giuseppe Cesareo, President & CEO, 

Directa Plus delivering a talk on Welcome to 

graphene age 

 

Prof Mauro Giacca, Director General, International 
Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 
delivering a tech talk on Can we regenerate the 
human body? 
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Technical Sessions 

Tech Summit 2018 saw many technical sessions on ICT, Cleantech, Renewable, Healthcare, Education, Cultural 

Heritage and Aerospace. In each session, CEOs and heads of academic and scientific organisations from India and 

Italy delivered keynote addresses on significant topics.  

Here’s the glimpse of various technical sessions held during Tech Summit. 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

Cultural Heritage session focused on technologies for 
preservation & restoration of cultural heritage & 
monuments, tourism, museums & art galleries 
 

ICT session focused on telecom & broadband, 
E-commerce, IC manufacturing, VLSI, IOT 
 

Healthcare session focused on healthcare, infrastructure, 
health insurance, diagnostics, medical devices, 
medicines, emerging trends, genomics, robotics 

Aerospace session focused on satellites, launch vehicles, 
space derived services, aircraft components, MRO, 
aviation, air safety, air travel, airports 

Renewable session focused on solar power, wind power, biomass, 
smart grids & smart metering  

Education session focused on student mobility, faculty exchange, 
recognition of qualifications, study in India, Internships, post-study 
visas, research collaborations, university-industry partnerships, 
technology transfer from universities to industries 
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Participation 

 
• 1000+ participants 
• 100+ speakers  
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Italian Delegation 
 

• 200 + Italian Delegates         Engaging Conversations  Progressive Collaborations 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

[L-R] Mr Francesco Pensabene, Trade Commissioner, Director, Trade Promotion Office of the Italian Embassy; Mr Vincenzo De Luca Director 
General for Cultural and Economic Promotion and Innovation, Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Dr Michele Geraci, Deputy Minister, Italian 
Ministry of Economic Development; H.E Mr Lorenzo Angeloni, Italian Ambassador to India; Mr Piergiorgio Borgogelli, CEO and Director General, 
Italian Trade Agency 

H.E. Giuseppe Conte 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of Italy 

Mr Giulio Pedrollo 
Vice President, Confindustria  

Dr Michele Geraci 
Deputy Minister, Italian Ministry of 
Economic Development 

Mr Vincenzo De Luca 
Director General for Cultural and 
Economic Promotion and 
Innovation, Italian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 
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Reception & Dinner 
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Multiple Hues of Tech Summit 
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Print and Social Media Coverage 
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Print and Social Media Coverage 
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Print and Social Media Coverage 
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#TechSummit2018 earned 107.6 Million impressions on all Social Media platforms   
 

Metrics 
 
Facebook 

 
Twitter 

 
Total 

Impressions 6,24,15,012 4,52,64,624 12,389 10,76,92,025 

Reach 5,20,12,510 3,77,20,520 NA 8,97,33,030 

Engagements  13,427 4,405 246 18,078 

Posts 67 165 160 392 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  

Overview of CII Social Media Channels 
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Top Mentions on Twitter & Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

26 

 

  Print and Social Media Coverage 
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Top Tweets & Posts 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Handles Engaged on Twitter 

Government 

PMO India 
@PM OIndia 

GiuseppeConte 
@GiuseppeConteIT 

Dr. Harsh Vardhan 
@drharshvardhan 

Farnesina �������� 

@ItalyMFA 

MNRE 
@mnreindia 

Raveesh Kumar 
@MEAIndia 

Ministry of Culture 
@MinOfCultureGoI 

Dr. Mahesh Sharma 
@dr_maheshsharma 

Ministry of Health 
@MoHFW_INDIA 

Prakash Javadekar 
@PrakashJavdekar 

Ministry of HRD 
@HRDMinistry 

MoEF&CC 
@moefc 

  

 
Industry Associations  

DSTIndia 
@IndiaDST 

Vincenzo De Luca 
@VincenzoDeLuca 

Italy in India 
@Italyinindia 

Milano-Bicocca 
@unimib 

HCL Technologies 
@hcltech 

eBay 
@eBay 

SAP India 
@SAPIndia 

Relainace Jio 
@Reliancejio 

 

INFN 
@INFN 

ICMR 
@ICMRDELHI 

Università  
Bocconi 

@unibocconi 

Confederation of 
Indian Industry 
@FollowCII 

Pompeii Sites 
@pompeii_sites 

Italian Trade 
Agency 

@ITAtradeagency 

MuseoEgizioTorino 
@MuseoEgizio 

Confindustria 
@Confindustria 
Università 

ISRO 
@isro 

Universitàdi Padova 
@UniPadova 

Republic 
@republic 

CNBC-TV18 
@CNBCTV18Liv 

SAP India 
@SAPIndia 

Zee Business 
@ZeeBusiness 

ET NOW 
@ETNOWlive 

NDTV Profit 
@NDTVprofit 

 



The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) works to create and sustain an environment conducive to 
the development of India, partnering industry, Government, and civil society, through advisory and 
consultative processes.

CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-managed organization, playing a 
proactive role in India’s development process. Founded in 1895, India’s premier business association 
has around 9000 members, from the private as well as public sectors, including SMEs and MNCs, and 
an indirect membership of over 300,000 enterprises from around 265 national and regional sectoral 
industry bodies. 

CII charts change by working closely with Government on policy issues, interfacing with thought leaders, 
and enhancing efficiency, competitiveness and business opportunities for industry through a range of 
specialized services and strategic global linkages. It also provides a platform for consensus-building 
and networking on key issues. 

Extending its agenda beyond business, CII assists industry to identify and execute corporate citizenship 
programmes. Partnerships with civil society organizations carry forward corporate initiatives for integrated and 
inclusive development across diverse domains including affirmative action, healthcare, education, livelihood, 
diversity management, skill development, empowerment of women, and water, to name a few.

As a developmental institution working towards India’s overall growth with a special focus on India@75 in 2022, 
the CII theme for 2018-19, India RISE: Responsible. Inclusive. Sustainable. Entrepreneurial emphasizes 
Industry’s role in partnering Government to accelerate India’s growth and development. The focus will be on 
key enablers such as job creation; skill development; financing growth; promoting next gen manufacturing; 
sustainability; corporate social responsibility and governance and transparency.

With 65 offices, including 9 Centres of Excellence, in India, and 10 overseas offices in Australia, 
China, Egypt, France, Germany, Singapore, South Africa, UAE, UK, and USA, as well as institutional 
partnerships with 355 counterpart organizations in 126 countries, CII serves as a reference point for 
Indian industry and the international business community.

Confederation of Indian Industry
The Mantosh Sondhi Centre

23, Institutional Area, Lodi Road, New Delhi – 110 003 (India)
T : 91 11 45771000 / 24629994-7  • F : 91 11 24626149

E : info@cii.in • W : www.cii.in

Reach us via our Membership Helpline: 00-91-11-435 46244 / 00-91-99104 46244 
CII Helpline Toll free No: 1800-103-1244

Follow us on :

cii.in/facebook	 cii.in/twitter 	  cii.in/linkedin	 cii.in/youtube


